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Class of 2024 Lighthouse Graduation

Welcome Parents and Seniors!

Senior year is underway and so is planning for the 21st annual Lighthouse Graduation Ceremony. This information packet outlines the requirements and responsibilities of participants in our graduation ceremony as well as a calendar of important dates and deadlines. Also included is the link for parents to order their student’s cap, gown, tassel, and stole.

The Lighthouse Graduation Committee is appointed by the Lighthouse Board and is made up of homeschool parents. Each of these committee members wishes to bless Lighthouse seniors and parents by coordinating the details of the ceremony and reception. Other elements such as sending announcements and invitations, planning a family celebration, etc. are left up to individual families. If you choose to graduate with Lighthouse, online registration and payment of $110.00 is due by October 15, 2023.

For specific questions regarding the graduation website, please contact Christine Harlacker at webmaster@lighthousehsa.com. 


Fondly, 
Your Lighthouse Graduation Planning Committee: 
Amanda Garner
Emily Strassell
Crystal Voigt







Graduation Expense Information

Graduation Participation fee: $110.00 This is flat fee for each graduate that includes:

· One photo session (session will include individual photos and group photos)
· Live broadcast of the ceremony
· Flowers for mothers (which seniors will present at the ceremony)
· Printed programs (5 per family)
· Diploma and diploma cover
· Graduation brunch
· Shared cost of facility rental fees
· Misc. professional fees

*This fee must be paid no later than October 15th. All fees are non-refundable. 


Cap, gown, tassel, and stole NOT included and must be purchased separately:
· Cap and gown must be matte black (may be borrowed or purchased)
· Tassel with “2024” year (your choice of color)
· Stole that matches tassel (your choice of color)
· Honor Cords optional
· For uniformity among group, please order from Graduation Resource (https://www.graduationsource.com/matte-cap-gown-tassel-and-stole-package.html)









Lighthouse Graduation Requirements and Responsibilities

The purpose of the Lighthouse Graduation Ceremony is to provide an opportunity for members of Lighthouse Christian Homeschool Association to join together to celebrate the milestone of high school graduation. Our ceremony honors each family’s commitment to raising godly young men and women for the furtherance of God’s kingdom and reflects the principles and purposes of Lighthouse Christian Homeschool Association as we recognize the hard work and dedication of our sons and daughters in a way that glorifies our Lord Jesus Christ.

To participate in the Lighthouse Graduation Ceremony:

· Your membership must be current and your family in good standing with Lighthouse for a minimum of 2 consecutive school years prior to graduation. Exceptions are for families who have just pulled their child out of public school for their senior year, or for families who have just moved into the area. Your membership for 2023/24 must be current prior to registering as you will need your membership number when you register. 

· Payment of graduation fees no later than October 15, 2023, signifies your commitment to participate, and your acceptance of the costs, deadlines, and responsibilities.

· You agree to meet ALL deadlines for information needed (bio for program, pictures for slideshow, parent’s speech, etc.) We cannot over emphasize the importance of timely responses!

· Seniors must attend the group picture days, rehearsal, and graduation ceremony. 

· All graduating students will wear a black matte cap & gown along with a colored tassel and stole.

· Students may participate in the Lighthouse ceremony in addition to other ceremonies (i.e., NCHE, local church, etc.) 

· Students must adhere to the established dress code policy.
Graduation Dress Code Policy



Spring Photo Shoot & Graduation - Formal dress with Cap & Gown 
· Guys: Dress pants or khakis, dress shirt, tie, dress shoes. No flip flops, athletic shoes, or boots.
· [bookmark: _Hlk142385792]Girls: Dress, skirt, or dress pants, blouse, dressy sandals, or dress shoes. No flip flops, athletic shoes, or boots. No low necklines, cleavage should be completely covered, no strapless dresses. Dress/skirt at or below the knee; no slits above the knee.
· Students will be photographed individually and as a group, both with and without cap and gown, so make sure what students plan to wear under their gown is formal and suitable for formal dress photos.


* If Dress Code Policy is not adhered to for the photo shoot, your participation will be forfeited. No exceptions.











Dates and Deadlines
 
October 2023 
· Oct. 15th – Deadline to register and pay graduation fee


January 2024
· Jan. 31st - deadline to order cap, gown, tassel, stole (not included in graduation fee)
https://www.graduationsource.com/matte-cap-gown-tassel-and-stole-package.html
Package for all four items currently just under $50
· Jan. 31st - deadline to submit full student name and school name as you wish it to appear on student’s diploma


February 2024
· Feb. 28th - deadline to upload pictures for slideshow:
5 photos, suggested to include: 1 baby picture, 1-2 childhood pictures, and 2-3 high school pictures. Submit in chronological order as you would like them to appear in the slideshow. (The senior picture that will appear in the printed program is not part of this submission.)


March 2024 
· Mar. 31st - deadline to upload information for the printed program:
· Student biography: maximum of 150 words; to be printed in the program (see examples at the end)
· Senior picture: 1 Senior Picture (cap and gown or informal). This will be printed in the program and will also be used as the final picture in your portion of the slide show. 



April 2024
· Parents begin working on speech for May 1st deadline!
· Apr. 7th* - Spring Photo Shoot (Formal; Cap & Gown). Location: SEBTS campus, Wake Forest. Allow 2 hours for the photo session (approximately 2:00-4:00pm) One parent should plan to attend to help their student
· Apr. 14th* - Rain date for spring photo shoot 


May 2024 
· May 1st: Parent graduation speech deadline 
· Maximum of 250 words
· One parent speaks 
· May 17th, 6:00 pm - Mandatory graduation rehearsal at Faith Baptist Church, Youngsville
· May 18th - Graduation Day!




















Graduation Ceremony Overview

Rehearsal - Friday, May 17th, 6:00 pm
· Dress for rehearsal is casual/modest
· Will last around two hours (eat before you come!)


Commencement - Saturday, May 18th, 10:00am
· 8:30am   Graduates arrive for brunch
· 9:00am - Parents/guests may start arriving at 9:00am
· 9:30am - Doors open for seating at 9:30am
· Ceremony starts promptly at 10am!

· Attire for graduates: see dress code. 
· Bring cap, gown, tassel, and stole
· Slideshow for parents and attendees while they wait (consists of group photos and individual seniors)
· Processional promptly at 10:00am; graduates enter to Pomp & Circumstance
· National Anthem with presentation of flags
· Presentation of diplomas by parents 
· Slideshow between groups (consists of five photos submitted) 
· Turning of tassel and presentation of Class of 2024














Program Biography Examples

Emily Elizabeth Nemitz is the daughter of Ryan and Eve Nemitz, big sister to Owen, Alexa and Ian and is the first to graduate from Solid Rock Academy. Homeschooled since the beginning, Emily has been motivated to achieve her best in all she attempts to do. She has strived and achieved academic excellence during all of her school career. In her spare time, she likes to sing, to read, to spend time with family and friends, to be on Facebook and/or texting. She is active in her church, has been on several mission trips, and earned a 2nd degree black Belt in Tae Kwon Do. In the fall, Emily plans to expand her mission field to Greenville, NC where she will attend East Carolina University to pursue a degree in Chemistry.

Josiah Daniel Streit is the second son of John and Shannon Streit and a brother to Abigail, Caleb, Benjamin, and Johannah. He is graduating from Streit Academy where he has been homeschooled since kindergarten. Josiah has participated in Trail Life and Sir Walter Raleigh Junior Rifle Program. HE currently is a part of a local co-op and takes classes at VGCC where he studies Heating and Air Conditioning. Josiah enjoys playing the guitar, reading books with adventure, friends, and culinary creations. He is a blessing to our family, and we look forward to what the Lord will do in Josiah’s life. Isaiah 40:31
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